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From understanding to action

e Urgency of climatic & ecological
crises does not allow for
gradualistic transitions (in research
or reality), but calls for radical
transformation.

* Popular movements (student
strikes world-wide, Sunrise
Movement in USA, Extinction
Rebellion) all realise this.

* s our research supporting them?
How can we contribute and
participate?




Activism

* Why activism? Why not “just” science-informed policy?
* How do we understand change — how does social change happen?

* Different types of activism: different goals, strategies, effectiveness.
» Importance of non-violent civil disobedience
» Importance of ongoing critical reflection.

* VERY IMPORTANT: You only truly understand how a system works,

and what it is made of, when you try to change it. The surface story is
NEVER reality.

* “Those who do not move do not notice their chains.” — Rosa

Luxemburg. Activism is the movement that enables us to understand
our societies.
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Why do we need activism?

|deal scientific view of how change happens:
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In reality, however ...
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Conclusion: good science is not enough.
We need activism.

One goal of activism? To give the necessity for social change a bigger voice.
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Broad types of activism, and pros & cons

ENGAGEMENT (& EFFEC

Types of activism Membership in Taking part in Non-violent civil
organization campaigns, actions, | disobedience: youth
(Greenpeace, marches, lobbying strikes, Extinction
Friends of the Earth, | politicians. Rebellion
WWEF ...)

Pros Easy, everyone can Low-risk, visible, can Highly visible,
do it. Organization have some effect. resonates with
has established public. Changes
ways of talking to debate.
politicians.

Cons Reliance on Doesn’t work for High risk, personal
foundation funding, profound change sacrifice, disruptive.
incremental goals, against powerful
risk averse. opponents.

Theory of social Structure-based Visibility of topic. Popular

change organizing. mobilization:

movement.



Different approaches for
d|fferent change levels
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“Standard” interventions have
under-researched

‘shallow’ leverage for changing

the system
Donella Meadows “Leverage Points: how to intervene in a system”



The research case for non-violent civil disobedience

HOW NONVIOLENT REVOLT * Profound change against powerful entrenched
' j_‘j  SHAPING THE elites reqwres a strong countering force

NTY- FIR.S'I' CENTURY “coercion”

* People power can’t compete in terms of military
or police or economic force.

e But it can still win! And often does.

* The study of popular movements is neglected in
political science.

* Main contributions from practltlonerséGandhl
Martin Luther King, Judi Bari ...) and a few
researcher (Gene Sharp, Frances Fox Piven, Engler
& Engler).
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Beyond “appeals to power”

e Understanding social movements from
below (us, climate activists, popular
movements) AND from above (structures
of political and economic power).

* Different tactics to be maximally

effective:
* Confronting power Marxism and Social Movements

N :
exXposing power in the Twilight of Neoliberalism
* delegitimizing power Lasir eride Cox and ALt Givatd Nilsen

* replacing power.

Our social movements are thus justified in ceasing to appeal
to governments, and starting to be much more

confrontational (again, non-violently), exposing their lack of
legitimacy, corruption and harm evidenced by their actions.




From scientific analysis to scientist rebellion_
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Scientists must act on our own  “The scientists who alerted the world to the
warnings to humanity climate and ecological crises have a moral

We face interconnected planetary emergencies threatening our climate dUty tO jOin the pOPUIar movements
and ecosystems. Charlie J. Gardner and Claire F. R. Wordley argue dema nding pOIitlcaI aCtiOn ”

that scientists should join civil disobedience movements to fight these
unprecedented crises.

e From Publications to Public Actions: The Role of Universities
in Facilitating Academic Advocacy and Activism in the

Credit: Louise Gardner Credit: Alfredo Romero-

Climate and Ecological Emergency
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Charlie J. Gardner”, Aaron Thierry?, William Rowlandson® and Julia K. Steinberger*

Scientists endorse mass civil disobedience to

force climate action .
Boweews)  comment
Matthew Green v | F
Civil disobedience by scientists helps press for
LONDON (Reuters) - Almost 400 scientists have endorsed a civil disobedience campaign urge nt C| imate action
aimed at forcing governments to take rapid action to tackle climate change, warning that Tiivie te:short to seciiiea Nvesble and sustalnabie Riturs: yet; inaction From govermmients, indiestry and civil society
failure could inflict “incalculable human suffering.” is setting the course for 3.2 °C of warming, with all the cascading and catastrophic consequences that this implies.
In this context, when does civil disobedience by scientists become justified?
Stuart Capstick, Aaron Thierry, Emily Cox, Oscar Berglund, Steve Westlake and Julia K. Steinberger
Environment protest being criminalised “It has become abundantly clear that governments
around world, say experts don’t act on climate without pressure from civil society:
threatening and silencing activists thus seems to be a
More than 400 climate scientists sign letter that says activists are P . . ”
being targeted at pivotal time in fight against global heating new form of anti-democratic refusal to act on climate. .




10 basic facts for human & planetary survival @jksteinberger
Physical, natural & technological sphere Social, economic, cultural & political sphere
Diagnosis

@ The climate & ecological crises Qur economies & governments are responsible
are really, really bad. @ for these crises, and perpetuate them.

We should expect economically
powerful forces to maintain

On our current trajectory, they will @
our current disastrous trajectory.

become much, much worse.

Prevention

We can still, right now, prevent We, the people, have the power
@ the climate & ecological crises 0 to be a necessary counter-force
from worsening. to fossil-fuel industries & their corruption.

Treatment

We must do this ourselves, working together.
No one else will save us. We are all that

@ This will require radical change:
stands between our world & destruction.

reducing the scale of consumption.

Outlook

This radical change is compatible As engaged activists, we will build
with universal human well-being resilient, equitable and just societies,
and healthier societies. within planetary boundaries.




